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He is Risen! Alleluia!!! 

   The Incarnation, that is the adoption of flesh and humanity by Jesus, represents the start of the greatest 

life ever lived. The divine human, the God-man, consented to dwell among us out of love for the highest 

of God's creations, the creature made in His image and likeness. God endowed mankind with faith, 

intellect, and free will, and provided humankind all it needed to dwell with God in paradise. Despite 

having been provided only a single proscription, namely not to eat of the fruit of the Tree of the 

Knowledge of Good and Evil, Adam and Eve disobeyed God and thus sin, and the fruit of sin, namely 

death, became a permanent companion of humanity. 

 

   History is a chronological record of significant events (such as those affecting a nation or institution) 

often including an explanation of their causes. Salvation history is a subject about which we should all 

show great interest, as we are all subjects in that history. In the days before Christ assumed a human flesh 

and nature, God revealed Himself to humanity speaking through nature and through His prophets. He 

chose a people for whom He provided commandments and decrees as guidelines for righteous living. 

Mankind's fidelity to the Creator subsequently and seemingly cyclically waxed and waned, and in order to 

restore right relationship with God, the Author of Life gifted us with Jesus, His only begotten Son.  

 

   Sacred Scripture records little regarding the life of Jesus before the start of His public ministry. We 

have the infant narratives of Matthew and Luke, and Luke's account of Jesus at age twelve conversing in 

the temple in Jerusalem with the Jewish teachers, who were astounded at His understanding and His 

answers. It is John the Baptist, the great prophet and contemporary of Jesus, who first recognizes Jesus as 

the Lamb of God and who witnesses the Holy Spirit descending upon Him from the sky like a dove. A 

voice from the heavens then proclaims "This is my beloved Son, with Whom I am well pleased." Jesus 
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soon thereafter begins His public ministry, demonstrating by His words and His deeds that He is no 

ordinary preacher. He speaks with authority, although without being authoritative, and with compassion, 

although without naïveté about human nature. His goodness and truthfulness are recognized by those who 

hear Him, and He quickly develops a significant following. He performs a multitude of signs, or miracles, 

the purpose of which is twofold. Jesus wishes to heal the sickness and forgive the sins of the human 

species,  restoring health to those in need of spiritual, physical, and/ or psychological healing. Secondly, 

Christ desires to demonstrate to His followers that He is the Son of God Who has entered time out of 

eternity in order to reconcile mankind to friendship with His Father and to gain for mankind eternal 

salvation. Jesus effects miraculous cures of those with various maladies, and He also demonstrates power 

over nature itself, and these signs are documented in the Gospels and the Epistles of the New Testament.  

 

   In choosing to adopt a fully human nature while maintaining His divine nature, Jesus chose a path by 

which the experience of suffering would win the redemption of mankind over the power of sin. He who 

was without sin, out of pure and unconditional love for mankind and in obedience to the will of His 

Father, took on the world's sin and became the Perfect Sacrifice by which sin was forever conquered. The 

power and love of our Triune God, that is, the Trinity, raised Jesus, and Christ's appearance after His 

Resurrection documented Jesus' victory over death itself.  

 

   Our Lord told His followers that He came that they might have life, and have it in abundance. God 

desires that all His children enjoy optimal spiritual, physical, psychological, and emotional health. Indeed, 

Jesus provided the blueprints and the model by which we can achieve such health, namely by heeding His 

words and imitating His life of humility and service, practicing mercy and forgiveness, and loving one 

another as He loved us. Jesus exhorted His followers, saying "So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father 

is perfect."  
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   Knowing that human nature is subject to sin, Christ established His Church as the earthly portion of the 

kingdom of God. The Head of the Church, Jesus, is indeed perfect, while we, the body of Christ's Church 

and an imperfect component of His Church, strive to be ever more like Jesus. Christ gifted us one, holy, 

catholic, and apostolic church, as well as the Sacraments, by which we are nourished by grace, which 

allows us while still human to partake of the divine nature. Jesus wants all of God's children to become 

saints and to enjoy the eternal salvation that His victory over sin and death won for us.  

 

   So how does one become closer to God? Firstly, we must acknowledge the existence of God. God's seal 

is printed within every human heart; God continuously seeks each of us and offers each the gift of faith. 

Faith is a gift of our Creator, a supernatural virtue infused by Him. Knowledge is power, and knowledge 

about God, and developing a relationship with God (i.e., knowing God), can be gained by studying Sacred 

Scripture, attending Mass and liturgical celebrations, receiving the grace that accompanies the 

Sacraments, praying alone or communally, and in many other ways. Knowing Jesus Himself in a personal 

relationship, as opposed to simply knowing about Jesus, will make all the difference in the meaning and 

the meaningfulness of one's life. 

 

   Recent decades have resulted in an immense  

increase in technical and scientific knowledge, but that increase in knowledge has outstripped our ability 

to use that knowledge wisely. The many distractions in our lives can easily result in an idolatrous pursuit 

of what I call the "pernicious Ps," including possessions, power, prestige, and pleasure. Such 

preoccupations, when inappropriately pursued, can lead us into sin, which can be defined as engaging in 

anything which leads us away from God or Is contrary to His will. Adopting a life with Christ as its 

central focus (a so-called "Christocentric" lifestyle) will insure that our temporal, earthly life is lived 

abundantly, while also affirming our hope in a share in the Resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, and an 

eternal existence in the divine love of God. 

   Therefore, let us rejoice this day, for truly Christ is Risen! Alleluia, Alleluia!!!                          


